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Since early 1°51, a <rillins operation for crude oil hes been urder way a%
Ruedersdor-Kalkperye d° rectly cast of Greaber Berlin, A steel derrick. 3%
meters hirh, wes zeb up over the drill lele in the summer of icer,

The drilling cueration has been surervised from the bepinning by Seviet,
enpineers. In March 1951, billets were provided in Ruedersdorf for 53 icviet
engineers, who, 1owever, failed to arrive. Instead, sbeat 30 boviet en “inecrs,
wearing uniforms, came to the drilliny site daily from the irecticn 5°
Friedrichsharen 7 53/V Oh) from iarch to mid-feptember 1951, In furuss 1952,
the drilling sit: was inspected once & weck by two Scviet enpine vs fo
under~round consiructicn and two Soviet drilling foremen. Soviet soldi :»s
guarded the well. German Volkspolizei persomnel occasionally patrolied a

wlde area around the driiling sites.

The drilling was done by the wismut Corporation in cooporation with th
Ceolopisches Institut der DIR {Geological Institute of .ast Cern: . U
persomnel of the wisrmut Corvoration at the drilling site included Xer
ingenieur (head erginecr) Kueter (fau), who was in gharge of the wil-. ne
operation, 2 Surnen drilling foremengand 30 to 35 Gernan drillers, 21.

the German nersornsl lived near the drilling site, In addition, ihere vere
1 geolopist from the Oeological Institute and 2 Russian interpreterz, ok
was performed in threc shifts.

The drill hole reached L85 meters on 92 December 1951, 550 metere on 1t
February 1952 anc 726 neters on © Anril 1052, when the dril} heac hit :
salt layer. One cf the Serman foremen said that the drill hole reached a
depth of 1,367 mcters by early hupust 1052, The drilling operavion is
allegedly to be continued to a depth of 3,600 meters.
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